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MISSION STATEMENT

Our children are precious gift s
The foundation’s manifesto is to provide community 
assistance, where needed, to all people in the Cape 
South-Western Region regardless of their colour, religion, 
political persuasion or gender with an emphasis on the 
development of children at pre-school level enabling them 
to advance mentally, physically, emotionally, spiritually 
and socially, integrating children with special needs or 
disability alongside their peers, preparing them to cope 
with their role as the adults of tomorrow.
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NATIONAL WAR MEMORIAL  
HEALTH FOUNDATION 
Cape South-Western Region

Incorporated Association Not for Gain
003-162 NPO

Executive Committee

Mr I Beckingham: Chairperson
Mr I Mahali: Deputy Chairperson

Mr A V Bean: Hon Treasurer

Miss M Basson 

Mrs W Martin

Mrs G A McPherson

Mrs J Willemse

Our Centres

Maja Educare  
at Ruyterwacht 021 - 534 6006 

Silvertree Crèche  
at Woodstock 021 - 447 4962

Tafelberg Crèche  
at Zonnebloem 021 - 461 6407

Ysterplaat Educare  
at Ysterplaat 021 - 510 2743

Ysterplaat Educare 
at Justin Street 021 – 510 0562
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

National War Memorial Health 
Foundation has continued dili-

gently over the past 72 years and is 
still fully dedicated to providing pro-
fessional tutoring and education in 
every respect, daily for children from 
six months to six years.

Ongoing training and improving the 
educators in their tasks of caring, dis-
ciplining, guiding in every respect of 
early childhood development is the 
order of the day. The facilitating sup-
port teams for feeding, resting, clean-
ing, hygiene and other essential servic-
es all contribute to the peace of mind 
for parents and family.

Overseeing a team of 49 staff members, Mrs G MacPherson – Manager,  
assisted by Mrs J Willemse manage a host of duties, tasks and responsibili-
ties. A special thanks for their faithfulness. Thanks to Mr Angus Bean, Hon 
Treasurer who now is semi-retired. We wish him well and thanks for his finan-
cial management and advice.

Readers of this report will notice the absence of Matroosfontein Crèche 
which became unprofitable due to private home schooling. Sadly it had 
to be closed. My thanks to our Executive Committee who faced a host 
of difficult and threatening challenges throughout the year. Thankfully  
working together these were overcome 
with our legal help Smith Tabata Bu-
chanan Boyes.  

Thank you to MGI Bass Gordon – Mr 
Arthur Baguley for their professionalism 
with our annual financial statements.  
Additionally we wish to thank every 
donor who faithfully contributed to this 
organization for the ongoing task of the 
original mission.

Ian Beckingham
Chairperson

In Memorium

Another sad 
moment was the 
unexpected passing 
of Mrs Margaret 
Beukes recently - 
to the family our 
condolences.
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

We are often dismayed at the magnitude of the task which confronts us.  
The hardships, small beginnings, the gradual silent struggle, it is in 

climates such as these that an enterprise thrives and grows.

Seventy two years later this Foundation can be proud of its track records 
because so many of our children are able to hold their own and can be 
counted equal to any of their peers, and for instilling the concept of self 
help since inception.   

We cannot stress enough the importance of discipline and respect in our 
children from a very early age, and the fact that discipline begins at home 
and not at school. We cannot work in isolation 
and need to work with the parent to enhance 
our efforts to give our children the best we can. 
There still seem to be misunderstandings re-
lating to early childhood development and its  
importance.

Above all the fundamental importance of early 
childhood experiences has been established. 
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The building of a friendly world is 
to a degree dependent upon at-
titudes and insights cultivated in 
preschool years, and that educa-
tion begins in the nursery years. 
Our school provides what they 
need in their first reaching out for 
wider experiences, opportunities 
for self realization, and friendly 
contacts with other children. 

Our children today grow up in a 
world of tensions, suspicions, threats,  
conflicts and insecurities. News daily 
report on delinquency and violence 
largely.  How is this affecting our  
children?

In pursuit of our spiritual objectives  
of personality development, I give 
the role of teaching staff a high prior-
ity, without underestimat-
ing the need for space, 
well planned buildings, 
suitable equipment, good 
food, and all the rest. 

Staff Training – we continue 
to send staff to College of 
Cape Town and Northlink 
College to improve not 
only their qualifications 
but to ensure best practice 
methods are incorporated 
in evolving insights into 
childhood development 
and needs. 

Our relationship between 
Mrs Zaida van der Berg – 
Deputy Chief Education 
Specialist Metro North 
and Mrs Ruth Leukes from 
Metro Central has been 
strengthened.  
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Word Works – Home School 
Partnership – 2nd year thank 
you to our staff for availing 
and sacrificing their Saturdays 
to walk a road with parents. 
The programme is based on 
an emergent and literacy per-
spective and the idea that 
learning to read and write is 
a process that happens over 
time in the context of support-
ive and responsive relation-
ships.  Parents who complete 
the training will graduate and 
receive a certificate.

A sincere thank you to our 
staff for teaching and loving 
our children and for under-
standing the many difficulties 

Word Works Graduation
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as each child is an individual with its own emotional, physical, mental and 
spiritual needs.

We proudly announce that 100 (one hundred) preschool children graduated 
from our five pre-schools in the Cape Peninsula. 

Confidence, like art, never 
comes from having all 
the answers;
it comes from being  
open to all the questions.

- Earl Gray Stevens

To our parents thank you for 
supporting our fund raising 
events and for giving of your-
selves so unselfishly.

To my Executive Committee 
your unselfish and loving 
guidance is acknowledged 
with gratitude.

Geraldine McPherson
Manager
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EDUCATION REPORT

Education becomes more and more exciting but it also warrants hard 
work. Northlink College offered a week long course in June 2017 in 

training us to apply the ELDA’S (Early Learning Development Areas) in our 
daily programme.

There are six areas involved in ELDA: 

The well being of the child

Knowledge and understanding of the world

Identity and 

belonging

Exploring 
Maths

Creativity

Communication

THE  

CHILD

The abovementioned 
areas are so closely 
linked with each other 
because it forms the 
basis of every child’s 
foundation.

Therefore it is our 
duty as practitioners 
to implement these 
areas with careful 
planning in our daily 
programme.

Wilhelmina Martin
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MAJA EDUCARE REPORT

When people hear the word 
crèche they think it is the 

same scenario every day.  But the 
nature of our business is to educate. 
We want our children to be happy 
little people.

Their jumpstart in life must be a 
pleasant learning experience that 
they can carry along into the bigger 
“world” out there. Therefore we 
strive to make learning fun.

The staff of Afrox ensured a lovely 
Bambani Day, with train rides, animal 
petting and a horse ride – all very exciting not to mention the eats. We thank 
the staff of Afrox sincerely for organizing this event it was awesome.

Our heartfelt thanks also goes to Pastor Matti from Life Changing Ministries 
for the Easter goody bags our children received.

Then there is the Catch It 
programme with Coach Marco. Our 
children really enjoy Wednesdays 
and look forward to his coming. 

Furthermore our concert and 
graduation was once again the 
highlight of the year. 

We wish to thank all our parents for 
entrusting their special gifts to our 
care and also for their co operation 
throughout the year .

Thank you to my colleagues for 
their hard work and dedication.

We are looking forward to start the 
New Year.

Wilhelmina Martin
Principal
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MATROOSFONTEIN CRÈCHE REPORT

The adage ‘nothing is forever’ is so true. 
When I stepped through those doors 

at Matroosfontein many moons ago, clos-
ing those very doors did not enter my 
mind. 

So many children were dependant on us 
for a safe haven when parents went off to 
work but most of all we were there when 
they gave their first steps toward their 
future – education and scholastic careers.

We afforded them the basis of education. 
The foundation that is so infinitely impor-
tant to every child. Not all of our children 
may have been successful in life but those 
that we have encountered over the years did us proud – in the medical field 
– legal field – corporate field – education field – even those in divinity – you 
have done us proud.

Now the season has ended and my heartfelt gratitude goes to those parents 
who have entrusted their special gifts to our care and the educarers over the 
years and for the foundation of the walls to be built on and to everyone else 
who was so closely linked to the Foundation.

All thanks to our God who showered us with wisdom to teach and give self-
less of ourselves.

Wilhelmina Martin
Principal
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SILVERTREE CRÈCHE REPORT

Teachers provide opportu-
nities and freedom for the 

child to develop to his/her full 
potential, but it is freedom 
within such structure. The ac-
tivities and games are also de-
signed to develop the child’s 
logic and powers of reasoning.

We have ongoing workshops 
run by the Western Cape Edu-
cation Department.

Our concert and childrens' party was wonderful and enjoyable.  We have for 
the 2nd year running facilitated the Word Works Home School Partnership 
for parents on a Saturday.

Thank you parents for your loyal support, and to the teachers for always 
giving of yourselves of unselfishly.

Jessica Willemse
Principal

Growing Up with a Smile
A child who has the freedom to learn 

from each new experience without fear 
of failure will grow in self-confidence and 

he will develop a healthy curiosity for 
the world around him. He will enjoy the 

explosion of learning which 
takes place during 
his exciting early 

       childhood years.

- Karen Hopkins & 
Liz Senior
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 TAFELBERG CRECHE REPORT

I would like to express my 
gratitude to the staff for 

their patience, love and 
understanding with our children 
especially as we all come from 
different backgrounds, but most 
of all for the ability to educate 
our children. 

Thank you to our parents for 
their support during the year. 

Our children’s concert, graduation and Christmas Party is always our highlight 
at the end of the year. 

Thank you to Rinico for the computer lessons and thanks to Brigitta Mei - 
Soccer Starz our children really enjoy it. 

Our children had a day of fun and laughter at Green Park and for that we 
want to thank Grassroots and Golden Arrow.

Mieta Basson
Principal
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YSTERPLAAT EDUCARE REPORT

Stepping Stones, as the title indi-
cates, is a programme aimed at 

leading the child from the informal 
home environment to the more formal 
structure at the school in the year 
before entering Grade 1.

In addition, teachers can utilize the 
programme by applying appropriate 
activities or by modifying certain ac-
tivities in such a way that each child is 
given the opportunity to learn to the 
best of his/her ability, and to progress 
according to his/her individual stage 
of development.

Two of our educators attended the 
Elda’s workshop at Northlink College, 
and the Grade R teacher attended 
workshops at WCED. 

Extra murals activities: Catch It – It is 
a programme formulated to improve 
the child’s body strength and coordi-
nation as a whole. Computer lessons 
by Rinico.

Thank you for taking care and helping our children. Thank you to the parents 
for your support and to the teachers for their continuous caring and loving.

Our concert and Christmas party was very successful.  

Thank you to Pastor Terry from Grace Ala Grace Church for always unself-
ishly accommodating us in the church for our Graduation Ceremony. Mrs 
Zaida Van Der Berg – Deputy Chief Education Specialist – Western Cape 
Education Department capped our graduates.

Thank you to the Executive Committee for always being there and assisting 
when called upon.

Jessica Willemse
Principal 
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STAFF MEMBERS

Mrs G A McPherson – Manager 
Mrs W Martin – Education

Maja Educare 

Mrs W Martin (Principal) 
Mrs P Bolton
Mrs E Barnard
Miss C Claasen 
Mrs I De Vries
Mr R De Vries
Mrs L Darlew 
Mr J Darlew
Mrs H Fuller
Miss M Hans
Miss N Heldsinger 
Miss S Hendricks
Miss E Kees 
Mrs J Le Roux 
Mrs M Pamplin

Matroosfontein Crèche  

Mrs W Martin (Principal) 
Miss J Oliver
Mr P Mdoda
Mrs L Newman
Mrs V Pretorius
Miss V Steenkamp
Mrs M Williams

Silvertree Crèche 

Mrs J C Willemse (Principal) 
Miss S Benjamin
Mrs Z Cloete
Miss A Daniels
Mrs J Dart

Miss N Davis
Miss S Delily
Mr C Derris
Mrs E Mehl
Miss M Scheepers
Miss P Sopaqa

Tafelberg Crèche

Miss M Basson (Principal)
Mr D Fourie
Mrs M Greenfield
Mrs S Hali
Mrs R Hendricks
Mrs E Jaftha
Mrs T Jonkers
Miss C Oosterwyk
Miss D Smith

Ysterplaat Educare

Mrs J Willemse (Principal)
Mrs D Adams
Miss D Atson
Mrs G de Villiers
Mrs F Fullard
Miss C Joubert
Mrs T Marshall
Mrs J Matthee 
Miss L Meyer
Mrs A Papier
Mrs I Robinson
Miss C September
Mrs P Smith
Mrs B Wilkins
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DONORS

Admiral Halifax Shellhole
Miss M Basson
Mr W A Bean

Mr I Beckingham
Mr and Mrs K Brooke-Sumner

Mr A V Bean
Dawn Patrol Shellhole
Douglas Jooste Trust

Gray Trust
MGI Bass Gordon

Miss I Hawley
Mrs S Hishin

Mrs E R Jeffery
Ann Kreitzer Will Trust

Kurt & Joey Strauss Foundation
Mr I Mahali

Mrs J Matthee
Mathers Trust
Mrs W Martin

Mrs G A McPherson
Montgomery Shellhole
Percy Fairclough Trust

Portfolio Bureau 
Mr B B Rubin

Estate JDB Rigby
The Frances Betty Roscoe Will Trust 

S A Legion (C T Branch)
S A Cape Corps – Athlone Branch

Mr A P Taylor
Victoria League (Rondebosch Branch)

Mrs J Willemse
Mrs J van Willingh

Estate H G Willmott Trust
Mrs M Wood

Mrs D W Webster
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